© 


J 


Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europden des brevets 


© Publication number: 


0 312 172 

A1 


® 


EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 


© Application number. 88202272.6 
© Date of filing: 11.10.88 


© int. CI.*: E05B 73/00 , G08B 13/24 


© Priority: 12.10.87 NL 8702432 

© Applicant ID SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL aV. 


Branderweg 11 

© Date of publication of application: 

NL-8042 PO Zwoile(NL) 

19.04.89 Bulletin 89/16 

© Inventor: De Nood, Cornells Simon Andrfaan 


® Designated Contracting States: 

Bosboom Toussalnstraat 15 

AT BE CH DE ES FR GB GR IT U LU NL SE 

NL-3842 ZZ Harderwijk(NL) 


Inventor: Angel, Wlllem 


Laan van de Marel 14 


NL-7823 CA Emmen(NL) 


© Representative: Baarslag, Aldert D. et al 


Nederlandsch Octrooibureau Johan de 


Wlttlaan 15 P.O. Box 29720 


NL-2502 LS Den Haag(NL) 


© Anti-theft device for compact discs. 


© Anti-theft device for packed compact discs, com- 
prising a sleeve of rigid material into which the box- 
type pack with the compact disc can be slid, said 
sleeve being provided with a lock for locking the box 
after it is slid into the sleeve, and said lock acting 
upon a recess in the box, and a signal emitter which 
can influence a detection system, which sleeve has 
at one of its flat sides an essentially U-shaped flat 
cover, one leg of which covers the lock, and at the 
other side has a rectangular cover which runs about 
halfway along a surface of that side. 
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Anti-theft device for compact discs. 


The invention relates to an anti-theft device for 
packed compact discs, comprising a sleeve of rigid 
material into which the box-type pack with the 
compact disc can be slid, said sleeve being pro- 
vided with a lock for locking the box after it is slid 
into the sleeve, and said lock acting upon a recess 
in the box. and a signal emitter which can influence 
a detection system. 

Such devices are known in practice and are 
used, inter alia, in shops, department stores and 
the like, in order to prevent compact discs from 
being stolen. 

The packaging of a compact disc is generally a 
flat box made of rigid clear plastic. 

The label of the compact disc is generally fixed 
against the inside of the lid of the flat box and is 
held in place by tabs. 

For manufacturing reasons, apertures are pro- 
vided under these tabs on the side walls of the 
box. 

The known device is designed as a rigid flat 
sleeve which is largely open, and into which the 
box with the compact disc can be slid, while the 
sleeve contains a locking mechanism which slots 
into one of the apertures of the box. 

The sleeve is provided on the inside with a 
signal emitter which makes it possible for a detec- 
tion system at the exit of the shop or a department 
to detect the passage of the sleeve with its con- 
tents. 

It has, however, been found that the known 
device does not entirely come up to standard. 

For example, due to the fact that the sleeve is 
completely open at one side and is open over most 
of the surface on the other side, it is possible to 
insert a screwdriver or the like between the box of 
the compact disc and the sleeve in order to break 
the lock in this way. 

The lock can also be broken from the outside 
of the sleeve using pliers or the like. 

The object of the invention is to produce a 
device which does not have these disadvantages. 

The device according to the invention is char- 
acterized in that the sleeve has at one of its flat 
sides an essentially U-shaped flat cover, one leg of 
which covers the lock, and at the other side has a 
rectangular cover which runs about halfway along a 
surface of that side. 

Other features will emerge from the description 
which follows and from the subclaims. 

The invention will be explained in greater detail 
with reference to the drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top view of the device according 
to the invention, in Rg. 3 seen from the left; 


Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the device, in Rg. 
3 seen from the right; 

Rg. 3 is a cross section along the line Ill-Ill 
of Rg. 1 or 2; and 
5 Rg. 4 is a cross section of the lock, on a 

larger scale. 

The device according to the invention is in the 
form of a flat sleeve and is made in a known 
manner of rigid clear plastic. 

The rear wall is indicated by 1, the front wall 
by 2, the side walls by 3, and the strips connecting 
the parallel side walls 3 to each other at front and 
back by 4 and 5. 

In the drawing the compact disc (not shown) 
with its pack Is slid from the bottom into the sleeve 
between the strips 4 and 5. In practice, the sleeve 
will generally be arranged flat. 

Both the rear wall 1 and the front wall 2 are a 
flat U shape, one leg of which always extends past 
the lock, which is accommodated in a protuberance 
6 of one of the side walls. 

The rear wall 1 is made up of the already 
mentioned U-shaped part 1a, but also has a part 1b 
which makes the rear wall t into a rectangle. This 
part 1b projects outwards a little relative to the part 
1a (see Rg. 3). so that a number of sleeves can be 
stacked on top of one another and the wall 2 of the 
top sleeve fits on the wall 1a of the bottom sleeve. 

A stable stack of sleeves can be formed in this 
way. 

The lock comprises a locking catch 7. which 
has a slanting run-on face 7a. 

A metal bush 8, loaded by a coil spring 9, is 
connected there to. 

When a compact disc in its pack is slid into the 
sleeve the catch 7 is pressed outwards by the 
slanting run-on face 7a. On further movement of 
the compact disc the catch 7 falls into a recess 
provided in the pack. 

A special magnet is the only method of moving 
the catch 7 outwards against the action of the 
spring, 9. Only authorized persons have such a 
magnet 

In order to prevent a thief from trying to break 
the lock wfth pliefG or the like, the walls of the 
protuberance 6 are slanted, and ribs 6a are also 
provided. 

Oue to the special shape of rear wail 1 and 
front wall 2, the lock is not accessible by means of 
a screwdriver or the like either. 

In order to prevent the sleeve from acquiring a 
scratched and dull surface through repeated use, 
and in order to prevent the signalling medium from 
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being damaged by the box, the sleeve can be 
provided with low lobes or ribs on the inside (not 
shown). 


Claims 

1. Anti-theft device for packed compact discs, 
comprising a sleeve of rigid material into which the 
box-type pack with the compact disc can be slid, w 
said sleeve being provided with a lock for locking 

the box after it is slid into the sleeve, and said lock 
acting ( upon a recess in the box, and a signal 
emitter which can influence a detection system, 
characterized in that the sleeve has at one of its is 
flat sides an essentially U-shaped flat cover, one 
leg of which covers the lock, and at the other side 
has a rectangular cover which runs about halfway 
along a surface of that side. 

2. Anti-theft device according to Claim 1, char- 20 
acterized in that the rectangular cover is made up 

of a U-shaped flat cover which is the same shape 
and size as the cover at the other side, and a part 
which is integral therewith and is raised outwards 
relative to the U-shaped cover. 25 

3. Anti-theft device according to Claim 1, 2 or 
3, characterized in that the housing of the lock is 
provided with slanting faces on the outside of the 
sleeve. 

4. Anti-theft device according to Claim 1, 2 or 30 
3, characterized in that the housing of the lock is 
provided with ribs on the outside of the sleeve. 

5. Anti-theft device according to one or more of 
the preceding claims, characterized in that the 
sleeve is provided with low lobes and/or ribs on the 35 
inside. 
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